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Shemot

•  תֵ֣א הְָמיָ֑רְצִמ םיִ֖אָּבַה לֵ֔אָרְִׂשי יֵ֣נְּב ֙תֹומְׁשהֶּלֵ֗אְוה
ֹקֲֽעַי :ּוֽאָּב ֹו֖תיֵבּו ׁשיִ֥א ב֔

• Ve'eleh shemot beney Yisra'el haba'im Mitsraymah et Ya'akov ish 
uveyto ba’u.
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• Now these are the names of  the sons of  Israel who came to Eqypt 
with jacob; they came each one with his houshold:



Moses, A Man of  Two Worlds

Ex 2:10 The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he 
became her son. 

Ex 2:11 Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he 
went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an 
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of  his brethren.

• Though he saw Hebrews as his brethren, he could not yet relate to their 
struggles.



Like His Father (Levi) Before Him

• Ex 2:12 So he looked this way and that, and when he saw there 
was no one around, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in 
the sand.

• Ex 2:13 “Why are you striking your companion?”

• Ex 2:17 Then the shepherds came and drove them away, but 
Moses stood up and helped them and watered their flock. 
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the sand.

• Prince
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• Judge

• Ex 2:17 Then the shepherds came and drove them away, but 
Moses stood up and helped them and watered their flock. 

• Protector



Well-Suited to the Task

• Ex 2:14 Who made you a prince or judge over us?
• Ex 2:10 The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s 

daughter and he became her son. 
• Grew up in Pharaoh’s house, in royalty, for 40 years
• Most likely exposed to political and military education

• Ex 3:1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of  Jethro his father-in-
law, the priest of  Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of  
the wilderness…
• Spent 40 years in the opposite environment of  his early life, 

similar to Hebrew culture
• Shepherding taught leading, humility, and servitude; exposed 

to manual labor



Purpose

• Ex 3:10 Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may 
bring My people, the sons of  Israel, out of  Egypt.

• Ex 3:14-16 YHVH said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “This you 
shall say to the sons of  Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15) God, furthermore, 
said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of  Israel, ‘YHVH, the God of  your 
fathers, the God of  Abraham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of  Jacob, has sent me 
to you.’ 16) Go and gather the elders of  Israel together and say to them, ‘YHVH, 
the God of  your fathers, the God of  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has appeared to 
me, saying, “I am indeed concerned about you and what has been done to you in 
Egypt. 



Miracles

• Ex 3:2 The angel of  YHVH appeared to him in a blazing fire 
from the midst of  a bush; and he looked, and behold, the 
bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.

• Ex 4:4 “Stretch out your hand and grasp by its tail” – so he 
stretched out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff  in 
his hand.

• Ex 4:6-7 “Now put your hand into your bosom.” So he put 
his hand into his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his 
hand was leprous like snow. 7) Then He said, “Put your hand 
into your bosom again.” So he put his hand into his bosom 
again, and when he took it out of  his bosom, behold, it was 
restored like the rest of  his flesh. 



Snake to Staff

• Ex 4:4 “…grasp by its tail” – so he stretched out his hand and 
caught it, and it became a staff  in his hand.

• Deuteronomy 28:13, 28:44 YHVH will make you the head and 
not the tail.

• Staff

• matteh: a staff, rod, shaft, branch, a tribe

• Used for correction and rule

• Psalms 110:2 YHVH will stretch forth Your strong scepter from 
Zion, saying, “Rile in the midst of  Your enemies.”



Fear

• Ex 2:14 Then Moses was afraid and said, “Surely the matter has become 
known.”

• Ex 3:11 But Moses said to YHVH, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, 
and that I should bring the sons of  Israel out of  Egypt?”

• Ex 4:10 Then Moses said to YHVH, “Please, Lord, I have never been 
eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to 
Your servant; for I am slow of  speech and slow of  tongue.”



Doubt

• Ex 3:10 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I 
should bring the sons of  Israel out of  Egypt?”

• Ex 4:1 Then Moses said, “What if  they will not believe me or listen to what I say? 
For they may say, ‘YHVH has not appeared to you.’”

• Ex 4:13 But he said, “Please Lord, now send the message by whomever You will.”
• Ex 5:22 Then Moses returned to YHVH and said, “O Lord, why have You brought 

harm to this people? Why did you ever send me? Ever since I came to Pharaoh to 
speak in Your name, he has done harm to this people, and You have not delivered 
Your people at all.”



YHVH’s Response

• Ex 4:11 YHVH said to him, “Who has made man’s 
mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing 
or blind? Is it not I, YHVH?”

• Ex 4:14 Then the anger of  YHVH burned against 
Moses, and He said, “Is there not your brother 
Aaron the Levite? I know that he speaks fluently…”

• Ex 4:24 Now it came about at the lodging place on 
the way that YHVH met him and sought to put him 
to death.”



Meribah

• Num 20:8-10 Take the rod; and you and your brother Aaron assemble the 
congregation and speak to the rock before their eyes, that it may yield its 
water. You shall thus bring forth water for them out of  the rock and let the 
congregation and their beasts drink.” 9) So Moses took the rod from before 
YHVH, just as He commanded him; 10) and Moses and Aaron gathered the 
assembly before the rock. And he said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; shall 
we bring forth water for you out of  this rock?” Then Moses lifted up his 
hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came forth 
abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank.



Result

• Deut 32:48-52 YHVH spoke to Moses that very same day, saying, “Go up to this 
mountain of  the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of  Moab opposite 
Jericho, and look at the land of  Canaan, which I am giving to the sons of  Israel for 
a possession. Then die on the mountain where you ascend, and be gathered to your 
people, as Aaron your brother died on Mount Hor and was gathered to his people, 
because you broke faith with Me in the midst of  the sons of  Israel at the waters of  
Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of  Zin, because you did not treat Me as holy in 
the midst of  the sons of  Israel. For you shall see the land at a distance, but you shall 
not go there, into the land which I am giving the sons of  Israel.”



Analysis

• Well-suited to the task YHVH commanded

• Spoke with YHVH

• Saw miracles

• Doubted YHVH’s power

• Afraid of  Man

• Took credit for YHVH’s power



Gideon

• Jud 6:12 YHVH is with you, O valiant warrior.

• Jud 6:14 YHVH looked at him and said, “Go in 
this your strength and deliver Israel from the 
hand of  Midian. Have I not sent you?”



Gideon Sees Miracles

• Jud 6:21 Then the angel of  YHVH put out the end of  the staff  that was in his hand 
and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire sprang up from the rock 
and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. Then the angel of  YHVH 
vanished from his sight.

• Jud 6:36 (Wet fleece) And it was so. When he arose early the next morning and 
squeezed the fleece, he drained the dew from the fleece, a bowl full of  water.

• Jud 6:40 (Dry fleece) Elohim did so that night; for it was dry only on the fleece, and 
dew was on all the ground.



Doubt

• Jud 6:13 Then Gideon said to him, “O my lord, if  YHVH is with us, why 
then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our 
fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not YHVH bring us up out of  Egypt?’ But 
now YHVH has abandoned us and given us into the hand of  Midian.”

• Jud 6:15 He said to Him, “O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my 
family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my father’s house.”

• Jud 6:17 If  now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it 
is You who speak with me. 



Fear

• Jud 6:27 Then Gideon took ten men of  his servants and did as YHVH had 
spoken to him; and because he was too afraid of  his father’s household and 
the men of  the city to do it by day, he did it by night.

• Jud 7:9-11 “But if  you are afraid to go down, go with Purah your servant 
down to the camp, and you will hear what they say; and afterward your hands 
will be strengthened that you may go down against the camp.” So he went 
with Purah his servant down to the outposts of  the army that was in the 
camp.
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Pride

• Jud 7:2 The people who are with you are too many for Me to give Midian into 
their hands, for Israel would become boastful, saying, ‘My own power has 
delivered me.’…”

• Jud 7:18 When I and all who are with me blow the trumpet, then you also 
blow the trumpets all around the camp and say, ‘For YHVH and for Gideon.’”

• Jud 8:21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise up yourself, and fall on us; for 
as the man, so is his strength.” So Gideon arose and killed Zebah and 
Zalmunna, and took the crescent ornaments which were on their camels’ 
necks.

• Jud 8:24; 8:27 Yet Gideon said to them, “I would request of  you, that each of  
you give me an earring form his spoil.” 27) Gideon made it into an ephod, and 
placed it in his city, Ophrah, and all Israel played the harlot with it there, so 
that it became a snare to Gideon and his household.



Gideon’s Ephod

• Only ephod previously mentioned was that of  the 
High Priest. 

• By creating a bigger version, Gideon was elevating 
his importance as one who spoke with YHVH; 
Possibly even taking credit for the miraculous victory.

• Ephod: 1700 shekels (11-17g per shekel) 41-63lbs
• Breastplates, part of  a full body armor set, were not 

typically used in this time period, and weigh between 
4 to 8lbs. 



Conclusion

• We all come from different backgrounds and have different purposes

• Fear YHVH, not man

• Trust YHVH has the power to see you through the challenges he placed 
before you

• When, not if, we succeed, give YHVH the credit
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