
In 2 Samuel 12 Nathan confronts
David regarding his relationship
with Bathsheba and the cover-up of
their affair.
YHVH had commanded Nathan to
share a story of a rich man who
took and killed a poor man’s only
lamb.
David was justifiably angry at the
injustice (verses 5–6). Nathan then
answered, “You are the man!”
(verse 7).



Pleading for YHVH's Mercy

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions. Wash
away all my iniquity and cleanse me
from my sin."

(Psalm 51:1-2)



• "Have mercy" (cḥānan) means "be gracious, pity … a heartfelt 
response by someone who has something to give to one who 
has a need." 

• "Unfailing love" (cḥesed)  ("lovingkindness" and "steadfast 
love" (translate the common Hebrew noun , which includes the 
ideas love, faithfulness, good-heartedness, kindness. 

• "Compassion" (racḥămîm), "tender mercies" , "tender mercy, 
compassion, deep love."[ 



Blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin." (Psalm 51:1b-2)

• "Blot out" (mācḥā) means "wipe, wipe out," "removing a 
stain.”

• "Wash away" (, kābas) or "wash thoroughly" here and in verse 
it also  means "wash, be washed, perform the work of a fuller," 
that is "to make stuffs clean and soft by treading, kneading and 
beating them in cold water." 

• "Cleanse" (ṭāhēr) means "be pure, be clean." The word is 
used of wind sweeping the skies clear and the purifying of 
silver, of moral purity as well ritual purity. 



Confessing	and	Acknowledging	Sin					 (Psalm	51:3-5)

For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. 4 Against
You, You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in Your sight, So
that You are justified when You speak And blameless when You judge.



Hungering	for	YHVH’s	Fellowship	Once	More	(Psalm	51:6-12)

"Surely	you	desire	truth	in	the	inner	parts;	you	teach	me	wisdom	in	
the	inmost	place."	(Psalm	51:6)



Hungering	for	YHVH’s	Fellowship	Once	More	(Psalm	51:6-12)

"Cleanse me	with	hyssop, and	I	will	be	clean;	wash	me,	and	I	will	be	
whiter	than	snow."	(Psalm	51:7)

• Hyssop is an herb in the mint family with cleansing, medicinal, and flavoring properties, 
was prolific in the Middle East and was used in a variety of ways.

• In Leviticus, YHVH commanded His people to use hyssop in the ceremonial cleansing of 
people and houses. 

• In one example, YHVH tells the priests to use hyssop together with cedar wood, scarlet 
yarn, and the blood of a clean bird to sprinkle a person recently healed from a skin 
disease (likely leprosy). 

• This act would ceremonially cleanse the formerly diseased person and allow him to 
reenter the camp (Leviticus 14:1–7). The same method was used to purify a house that 
had previously contained mold (Leviticus 14:33–53). 



"Restore	to	me	the	joy	of	your	salvation."	(Psalm	51:12)

• The	word	"restore"	(shûb),	"turn	back,	return,"	
carries	the	idea	of	"give	back,	restore."

• David	has	known	the	joy	of	YHVH's	salvation	and	
rescue	before.	

• Now	he	longs	for	this	joy	in	fellowship	to	be	restored	
to	him	once	more.	It	is	his	earnest	prayer.

SHUV IS THE ROOT WORD OF TESHUVAH





• Have you lost the "joy" of your 
salvation? 

• Have you become somewhat distant 
from YHVH? 

• Have you taken YHVH for granted? 
• Or perhaps have you never really gotten 

to know him. 
• He wants to restore the joy to you that 

you once knew. 







"Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found." 
Psalm (32:6)



"Seek YHVH while 
He may be found; 
call on Him while 
He is near. Let the 

wicked forsake 
his way and the 

evil man his 
thoughts. Let him 
turn (Teshuva) to 
YHVH, and he will 

have mercy on 
him, and to our 

Elohim, for he will 
freely pardon." 

(Isaiah 55:6-7)


