
Numbers 6:23-26

ְּבִמְדַּבר 6:23-26

YHVH bless you and keep you; YHVH	make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; YHVH	lift	up	His	countenance	on	you	and give you peace.’
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Many times, prayers can become so familiar to us that we are able to
recite them with scarcely any mental effort, and when that happens we
get little or no benefit beyond a passing thought of nostalgic reflection or
feeling good.
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YHVH bless you and keep you; YHVH	make His 
face shine on you and be gracious to you; YHVH	
lift	up	His	countenance on	you	and give you peace.’

Notice that many of the words in this translation are abstract words
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Bless
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Keep

Shamar
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Psalm 121:4
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Norman Rockwell's painting of a girl's expression

ָּפנִים

Faces

Paniym
paniym,, means "face," 
but is always written in 
the plural form 
(the ים suffix identifies 
this word as plural
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אֹור

Shine
‘Owr

Then Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud covered
the mountain. The glory of YHVH rested on Mount Sinai, and
the cloud covered it for six days; and on the seventh day
(Shabbat) He called to Moses from the midst of the
cloud. And to the eyes of the sons of Israel the appearance of
the glory of YHVH was like a consuming fire on the mountain
top
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Gracious

חנן

Chanan

The Hebrew verb translated as gracious in the Aaronic
blessing is the verb Chanan, and is often paralleled with
other Hebrew words meaning healing, help, being lifted
up, finding refuge, strength and rescue.



10

SoonGrant

The Hebrew verb שים (soom), literally means to "set down in a fixed and 
arranged place."

A meal that is set and arranged
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When we hear the word peace we usually associate this to mean an absence of
war or strife. However, the Hebrew word shalom, actually carries a very different
meaning. The root of this word is (shalam, Strong's #7999) and is usually used in
the context of making restitution.

• The verb shalam literally means to make whole or complete.
• The noun shalom has the more literal meaning of being in a state of wholeness, or

being without deficiency.


