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THE PASSOVER SEDER 
 

The Story of the Redemption 
 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  

 

Reader: The Passover begins as the woman of the household kindles the festival lights 

and recites the traditional blessing in Hebrew. At each Shabbat and feast she lights two 

candles, one for creation and one for redemption. As we light the candles to begin the 

Seder, we also recall what Yeshua said, “I am the light 

of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 

Woman of the Household (lights the candles):  

 

Blessed are You, O YHVH, our Elohim, King of the 

Universe, who has sanctified us by Your 

commandments and has enabled us to kindle the 

festival lights. 

 

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-Olam 

shehecheyanu v'kiy'imanu v'higianu lazman hazeh.  

 

Blessed are You, O YHVH, our Elohim, King of the 

Universe, who has kept us in life, preserved us, and 

enabled us to reach this season once again. 
 

THE CUP OF SANCTIFICTATION (THE FIRST CUP)  

 

Reader: We now sanctify this holy day with the recitation of the Kiddush.  

 

As soon as evening has come, the Seder begins. Remember that the biblical day begins 

in the evening and ends in the morning as the book of Genesis records the Creator 

speaking about the seven days of creation. Tonight we gather around the table to recite 

the Kiddush, proclaiming the sanctity of the day. 

 

Tonight we remember with thanksgiving and gratitude the Jewish people, who have 

preserved the Torah given to them by God and traditional Jewish customs despite 

enduring terrible persecutions. We note that the Letter to the Romans written by Rav 

Shaul (commonly known as Paul) states that our Redeemer gave His divine services and 

His holy words first to the Jewish people and then to all nations. (Romans 3:1-2, 9:4) 

 

The first cup is the cup of sanctification. By blessing and partaking of this cup, we set 

apart this day and time from other days. We separate the holy from the mundane, light 

from darkness, and the six days of labor from the Shabbat. We declare that we set this 

day apart for God.  
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Historically, Passover celebrates freedom of the children of Israel from their bondage of 

slavery in Egypt. Spiritually for those who view Yeshua as Messiah, Passover celebrates 

our freedom from the bondage of sin.  
 

In antiquity, the right hand was the symbol for strength. For this reason, we always lift 

our cups with our right hands. For us, the right hand or arm symbolizes YHVH’s 

Messiah, who is our strength.  
 

As we recite the traditional blessing when we lift up the cup, we remember the words of 

the Messiah: “I am the true vine….” (John 15:1) 

 

After your cup is filled, lift it in your right hand and recite the following:  

 

(All lift the first cup but do not drink.) 

 

All: I am ready and prepared to observe the 

commandment to drink the first of the four cups for 

the sake of the One God and His Presence. May it be 

counted as done in the name of all Israel. 

 

Reader: Baruch Atah YHVH Elohenu Melech ha-

Olam boray p’ri ha-gafen, which translates:  
 

All: Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the 

Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.  
 

All: Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the 

Universe, who has chosen us from all peoples and 

raised us from all languages and set us apart by Your 

commandments. You have given us, YHVH, our God, 

appointed times for gladness, festivals, and holy days for rejoicing, and this Feast of 

Matzot, the season of our freedom, a holy assembly commemorating the Exodus from 

Egypt. Your sacred holy days are our joy and our heritage. Blessed are You, YHVH, 

who sanctifies Israel and this festive season. 
 

All: Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the Universe, who has kept us alive 

and preserved us and brought us to this appointed season. 

 

(All drink the first cup.) 

 

URCHATZ (THE WASHING OF HANDS) 

 

Reader: YHVH gave instructions to Moses concerning the Tabernacle: 

 

“Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it between the 

tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it. Aaron and his sons are to wash 

their hands and feet with water from it. Whenever they enter the tent of meeting, 

they shall wash with water so that they will not die.” (Exodus 30:17-20) 
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Just as Aaron the High Priest was to cleanse his hands and feet before approaching the 

altar of YHVH, so do we recognize our need for spiritual cleansing. Psalm 24 tells us: 
 

“Who may ascend the hill of the YHVH? Who may stand in His holy place? He 

who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up His soul to an idol or 

swear by what is false.” (Psalm 24:3-4)  
 

It was at his last Passover Seder that Yeshua went a step further during the traditional 

Seder washing. The book of John tells us Yeshua took off his outer clothing and 

wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had wrapped around himself.  

(John 13:4-5) He asked them: 
 

“Do you understand what I have done for you? Now that I, your master and 

rabbi, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set 

you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no 

servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 

sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do 

them.” (John 13:12-17) 
 

THE SEDER PLATE  
 

Reader (points to the Seder plate): Behold this Seder plate and these traditional 

symbols. The story of Passover is a story of deliverance from bondage, and each 

element of the Passover meal is part of the portrait of redemption. 
 

KARPAS (PARSLEY AND SALT WATER)  

 

Reader: Why the green vegetable and salt water?    
 

The Passover is centered on children, and everything is done 

so that the children may ask, “Why?” In this, you remember 

that Yeshua said,“Truly, I say to you, unless you become as 

little children, you shall not enter into the kingdom of 

heaven.” (Matthew 18:3)  

  

The karpas is reminiscent of the hyssop brush used by the 

children of Israel to apply the blood of the Passover Lamb to 

the doorposts of their houses. The green karpas represents 

life and vitality. The salt water represents the tears which the 

Israelites shed in Egypt in their slavery. So, too, it represents 

the tears we shed when we remember our slavery to sin. 
 

All: 

Baruch Atah YHVH Elohenu Melech ha-Olam boray p’ri ha-adamah. 

 

Blessed are You, O YHVH our Elohim, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit 

of the earth. 
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Reader: We dip the karpas in salt water to remind us that life is often immersed in tears. 

Let us eat the karpas. 

 

(All dip a piece of parsley in salt water and eat.) 

 

MAROR (BITTER HERBS) 
 

Reader: This horseradish reminds us that life is sometimes very bitter, as it was for the 

children of Israel in the land of Egypt. As we partake of the horseradish, we are 

reminded again of how bitter life is without redemption. 

 

All: 

 

Baruch Atah YHVH Elohenu Melech ha-Olam asher kidshanu b’mitz-vo-tav 

ve’tzi-va-nu al a-chee lat ma-ror. 

 

Blessed are You, O YHVH our Elohim, King of the Universe, who has sanctified 

us with His commandments, and commanded us concerning the eating of bitter 

herbs. 

 

Reader: Let us eat the bitter herb.  

 

(All eat a small helping of horseradish with matzah.) 
 

CHAROSET (NUT, APPLE, AND WINE MIXTURE)  

 

Reader: The charoset is sweet to the taste and is a symbol of the mortar which the 

Israelites used to make bricks for Pharaoh. At the same time, we remember that God 

himself is the master builder, building a holy habitation in which to dwell. 

 

Even the most bitter of circumstances is sweetened by the hope we have in God. To 

demonstrate this, we place a small amount of maror on a piece of matzah and mix it with 

the sweet charoset. In eating them together, we initially taste the bitterness of the maror, 

which is quickly overcome by the sweet and soothing charoset. So, too, as we face the 

bitterness of life in the grace and knowledge of Torah, our adversity is sweetened. 

 

Z’ROAH (SHANK BONE OF THE LAMB)  

 

Reader (holding up the shank bone): What is the meaning of the Paschal Lamb? Exodus 

12:27 tells us: 

 

“And You shall say, ‘It is YHVH’s sacrifice of the Passover because He passed 

over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians 

and delivered our houses.’ And the people bowed their heads and worshipped.”  

 

We who view Yeshua as Messiah understand what Yochannon the Immerser meant 

when he declared as Yeshua approached, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world!”  (John 1:29) 
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All: “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a 

lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open 

his mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7) 
 

Reader: How interesting that the rabbis named the shank bone on the Seder plate, the 

Z’roah YHVH or the arm of YHVH! This very same passage in Isaiah begins with the 

words: 

 

“Who has believed our report and to whom has the arm of the YHVH been 

revealed?” (Isaiah 53:1) 
 

YACHATZ (BREAKING)  

 

Reader: Both the customs of the Afikoman and the matzah tosh were introduced 

sometime after the death and resurrection of Yeshua. Rabbinic Judaism has little to say 

about the origins of either custom. There is a possibility that the customs were 

introduced by Jews who had believed Yeshua was the Messiah and wanted something in 

the Seder that reflected his sacrifice. 

 

The matzah tosh bag holds the three pieces of matzot. In a moment, we will break the 

middle matzot. But let’s consider: Why are there three pieces of matzot in the matzah 

tosh bag?  

 

One explanation is they represent Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But why break Isaac, 

represented by the middle piece of matzot?  

 

Another thought is that they represent the priests, the 

Levites, and the children of Israel. But why break the 

Levites? 

 

Interestingly, the broken matzah is called the Lechem Oni, 

the Bread of Affliction. Many in the Messianic community 

see this broken matzah as the broken body of Yeshua, a 

picture of the Messiah ben Joseph broken and afflicted for 

the sins of His people as described in Isaiah.  

 

This makes it easy to understand Yeshua’s statement: “…I am the bread of life… for I 

came down from heaven….” (John 6:35, 38) 
 

Throughout the Scriptures, leaven frequently symbolizes sin. In ancient times a small 

piece of raw dough from the previous loaf was used to ferment an entire portion of fresh 

dough. Thus the leavening of each batch of dough was related to the original loaf, and it 

was the leaven that caused the dough to rise. 

 

Just as the leaven in bread causes the dough to rise, so the sin in our life causes us to rise 

in our own estimation, to become puffed up. But on this night and for the seven days to 

follow, we eat nothing that contains any leaven. And so we demonstrate our desire to be 

cleansed of our sin and to live lives devoted entirely to YHVH. We hear this desire in  
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Rav Shaul’s words: “Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little leaven 

works through the whole batch of dough?” (I Corinthians 5:6) 

 

Shaul then makes an astounding statement about Passover and its eternal nature by 

stating: 

 

All: “Purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new batch without leaven, as you 

really are. For Messiah, our Passover is sacrificed for us.” (I Corinthians 5:7) 

 

Reader: “I am YHVH who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be 

holy; for I am holy.” (Leviticus 11:45) 

 

All: “Therefore let us keep the Feast–not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and 

wickedness, but with bread without leaven, the matzah of sincerity and truth.” 
(I Corinthians 5:8) 
 

Reader: At this time let one person at each table take the middle of the three pieces of 

matzot and break it into two pieces. Wrap the larger of the two pieces of matzot inside 

the napkin and then set it aside for later use as the Afikomen at your table. Put the 

smaller piece back between the two whole matzot in the matzah tosh bag and place the 

matzah tosh bag in the center of the table. 

 

Reader: The matzah that is broken and wrapped in linen as 

one would wrap a body for burial symbolizes the death and 

burial of Messiah ben Joseph as described in Isaiah. It 

becomes the Afikomen, a substitute for the Paschal lamb, 

hidden away as in a tomb. Following the Seder meal, the 

Afikomen will be found and redeemed.  (The reader or his 

delegate will hide the Afikomen out of sight somewhere in 

the room during the course of the Seder meal.)  Behold the 

Bread of Affliction. 

 

All: “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 

healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) 

 

All: “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a 

lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open 

his mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7)  

 

Reader (holding up a piece of the remaining half of the Lechem Oni):  
 

Baruch Atah YHVH Elohenu Melech ha-olam ha-mo-tzee lechem min ha-aretz. 

 

Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the Universe, who brings forth 

bread from the earth.  

 

(All take a piece of matzah and eat.) 
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THE FOUR QUESTIONS ASKED BY A CHILD 

  

Father: The Passover is an important celebration for children. Through it they gain 

wisdom and insight into the redemptive nature of God. So at this time the children will 

learn the meaning of Passover by asking the traditional four questions. Listen closely to 

the questions and make each question a personal challenge. 

 

Child: Why is this night different 

from all other nights? On all other 

nights we eat either leavened or 

unleavened bread; on this night, why 

do we eat only unleavened bread? 

 

Father: We eat unleavened bread to 

remember that the children of Israel, 

in their haste to leave Egypt, had to 

take their bread with them before it 

had time to rise. 

 

Child: On all other nights we eat 

herbs of every kind; on this night, 

why do we eat only bitter herbs? 
 

Father: We eat the bitter herbs to remember how bitter it is to be enslaved. 

 

Child: On all other nights we do not dip even once; on this night, why do we dip twice? 

 

Father: By dipping we understand that life in bondage is bitter, but that even the 

harshest bondage is sweetened by God’s promise of redemption. 

 

Child: On all other nights we eat either sitting or reclining; on this night, why do we all 

recline? 

 

Father: Once we were slaves, but YHVH in His goodness and mercy redeemed us with 

a mighty hand and outstretched arm. We recline to recognize Him for the rest He has 

given to us. 

 

Father: It is YHVH who brings us each out of Egypt. It is He alone who redeems us. 

Man cannot save himself. Therefore, in gratitude and recognition let us recount the story 

of Passover. 

 

MAGGID (THE TELLING OF THE EXODUS STORY) 
 

Reader: Maggid is the telling of the story of the Exodus from Egypt. It fulfills the 

command to tell our children about the events of the Exodus.  

 

All: “And you shall tell your son on that day, saying ‘This is done because of what 

YHVH did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt.’"  (Exodus 13:8) 
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Reader: The Passover story actually begins with Joseph who lived long before Moses. 

Joseph was the favorite son of the patriarch Jacob. One day Jacob sent Joseph to his 

eleven brothers in the field. His brothers were jealous of Joseph because God himself 

had promised Joseph through dreams that Joseph would someday be more important 

than they, that he would have pre-eminence. So when the brothers saw Joseph in the 

distance, they plotted against him, threw him down into a deep pit, and sold him to a 

traveling band who in turn sold him as a slave in Egypt. 
 

As a slave in Egypt, Joseph faced temptation and overcame it. He was falsely accused 

and thrown into prison for something he had not done, for a sin that was not his own. 

After a long season of suffering, Joseph was exalted to pre-eminence just as God had 

foretold. He was called out of prison to explain the disturbing dreams that Pharaoh had 

had which no one else understood. God gave Joseph the interpretation. Joseph told 

Pharaoh that the dreams were telling him there would be seven years of good harvests 

followed by seven years of famine, a time when there would not be enough food for the 

people. Pharaoh rewarded him by putting him in charge of saving extra food during the 

seven years of plenty. So at age thirty, Joseph became a very important person in Egypt, 

a man with great authority, yet he remained faithful to God.  
 

Indeed, after the seven years of plenty, a great famine came upon the whole earth and 

Joseph's brothers came to Egypt to buy food. Joseph gladly supplied their needs, but his 

brothers did not recognize him. When the time was right, he revealed himself to them. 

The brothers were both glad that he was alive and afraid that Joseph would want 

revenge. But Joseph forgave them because he understood how God had used his 

enslavement to put him in the position to save their lives. So the brothers brought their 

father Jacob and their families down to Egypt to escape the famine and settled in 

Goshen. As centuries passed, the descendants of Jacob and the twelve brothers 

prospered, and they became a great and numerous people.  
 

"Then arose a new Pharaoh who knew not Joseph." (Exodus 1:8) He saw the great increase 

in the Hebrew people, and he feared that the sons of Jacob might join themselves with 

Egypt's enemies in a time of war. So he 

subdued the Hebrews and afflicted them 

with cruel labor. Taskmasters were placed 

over the Hebrews to force them to make 

bricks and to build Pharaoh's great storage 

cities of Rameses and Pithom. But despite 

their hardships, they continued to thrive and 

grow in number just as God had promised. 

This caused Pharaoh even greater alarm, 

and he ordered the slaughter of Israel's baby 

sons. By his command, every male child 

born to the Hebrews was to be thrown into 

the Nile and drowned. 
 

The afflictions of the Hebrews were cruel 

and many. In anguish they cried out to the 

God of their fathers who heard their cry. He 

remembered His covenant and raised up a deliverer, a redeemer—the man Moses. God 

sent Moses to Pharaoh's court to declare His commandment: "Let my people go!" 
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But Pharaoh would not listen to 

YHVH of Hosts. And so, Moses 

pronounced God's judgment on 

Pharaoh's house and on Pharaoh's 

land. Plagues were poured out on the 

Egyptians, upon their crops, and 

upon their flocks. But God hardened 

Pharaoh's heart. He would not yield 

to the will of God. He would not let 

the Hebrews leave. Then the tenth 

plague fell upon the land: the death 

of Egypt's firstborn. 
 

 

 

 

 

“And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 

Pharaoh who sits on his throne, to the firstborn of the maidservant who is behind 

the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts ... and against all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgment.”(Exodus 11:5, 12:12) 

 

 

 

To protect the children of Israel, God commanded the head of each Hebrew household 

to sacrifice a spotless lamb and apply its blood to the doorway of his home, first to the 

top of the doorway lintel and then to the two side posts. 
 

Reader: "And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where you are; and 

when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be on you to destroy 

you, when I smite the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 12:13) 
 

All: "And this day shall be to you a memorial; and you 

shall keep it to feast to YHVH throughout your 

generations.” (Exodus 12:14)  
 

Reader: Passover commemorates the night when death 

"passed over" the houses of the children of Israel because 

of the blood of the lamb—the Passover Lamb. We see in 

the apostolic writings that YHVH sent the promised 

Messiah ben Joseph to show us a picture of redemption as 

the Passover Lamb of God at his final Passover. Even as 

the Hebrews applied the blood of the lamb to the doorposts of their homes in faith, so 

we also apply the blood of Messiah to the doorposts of our hearts in faith. 
 

All: "For Messiah, our Passover is sacrificed for us.” (I Corinthians 5:7)  
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THE CUP OF THANKSGIVING  

OR THE CUP OF PLAGUES  

(THE SECOND CUP)  
 

Reader: The second cup is known both as the 

Cup of Thanksgiving and as the Cup of Plagues. 

With this cup, we recall each of the plagues 

YHVH brought upon the Egyptians but spared 

the Israelites. The Torah teaches compassion 

towards one's enemies. So, as each plague is 

mentioned, we dip our little finger into our cups 

and allow some wine to drop onto our plates. 

Thus, the joy of our deliverance is tempered by 

the sorrow which came to others. Let us now 

diminish our cups as we recount each of the ten 

plagues. 

 

(Each participant empties a drop from his cup at the naming of each plague. 

The leader recites the Hebrew, and the others respond in English.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FOUR SONS 

 

All: Blessed be the Ever Present, Blessed be He. Blessed be He who gave the Torah to 

His people Israel. Blessed be He!  

 

Reader: The Talmud speaks concerning four sons:  

 

The Wise Son  

The Wicked Son  

The Simple Son  

One who does not know how to ask 

 

All: What does the Wise Son ask?  

Leader: All: 

Dam Blood 

Ts'fardei'a Frogs 

Kinim Vermin 

Arov Flies 

Dever Pestilence 

Sh'chin Boils 

Barad Hail 

Arbeh Locusts 

Choshech Darkness 

Makat B'chorot Death of the Firstborn 
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Reader: “What is the meaning of the 

testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments 

which YHVH our Elohim has commanded you?” 

Tell him: ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, 

but YHVH brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 

hand. Before our eyes YHVH sent miraculous 

signs and wonders, great and terrible, upon 

Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household.  

But He brought us out from there to bring us in 

and give us the land that He promised on oath to 

our forefathers.  YHVH commanded us to obey 

all these decrees and to fear YHVH our Elohim 

so that we might always prosper and be kept 

alive, as is the case today.  And if we are careful 

to obey this Torah before YHVH our Elohim, as 

He has commanded us, that will be our 

righteousness.’”(Deuteronomy 6:20-25) 
 

All: What does the Wicked Son ask?  

 

Reader: “What does this service mean to you?” (Exodus 12:26) "To you," he says, but not to 

himself. By excluding himself from the community, he has denied the fundamentals of 

his faith. Therefore, you must blunt your teeth and reply to him: "This is done because 

of that which YHVH did for me when I came forth out of Egypt." (Exodus 13:8) "For me," you 

say, not for him. For had he been there, he would not have been redeemed. You may 

wonder why the Wicked Son isn’t placed last. Why did the sages list him after the Wise 

Son? Because even though the Wicked Son is fighting, at least he is alert and thinking. 

If you can turn him around, you have another Wise Son! 
 

All: What does the Simple Son ask?  
 

Reader: “What does this mean?” (Exodus 13:14) To him you shall say, "With a strong hand 

did YHVH bring us out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage." (Exodus 13:14) The Simple 

Son is not an intellectual, but he has a good heart. He may not know much about Torah 

or know the reasons for things. Because he's not studying, he relates to the experiential, 

pain aspect of Torah. 
 

But as for the son who does not know how to ask, you must begin to speak to him as it is 

written: "And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, 'This is done because of what 

YHVH did for me when I came forth from Egypt.' " (Exodus 13:8)  
 

The fourth son is apathetic. He's not thinking, and he doesn't much care. So we tell him 

the same answer given to the Wicked Son because apathy can be very easily turned into 

hate and rejection. That's why the Sages taught apathy is an aspect of evil. And that's 

why this son is listed last. If you're not part of the solution, you're part of the problem. 

 

Each of us has some aspects of the Four Sons within us. To some extent, we all need 

meaning. We're searching and thinking like the first son. Yet sometimes we treat life as 

a joke and we rebel like the second son. And sometimes it takes suffering to arouse us  
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to think and change like the third son. And at times we feel apathetic, walking around in 

a daze like the fourth son.  

 

Reader: In the beginning our fathers worshipped idols, but now the All-Present has 

brought us to His service, as it is written:  
 

And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus 

says YHVH of Israel: Your fathers..., 

Terah, the father of Abraham and the 

father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side 

of the River (Euphrates) in old times; 

and they served other gods. Then I took 

your father Abraham from the other side 

of the River, led him throughout all the 

land of Canaan, and multiplied his 

descendants and gave him Isaac. To 

Isaac, I gave Jacob and Esau. To Esau I 

gave the mountains of Seir to possess, 

but Jacob and his children went down to 

Egypt.'" (Joshua 24:2-4)  
 

 

All: Blessed be He who keeps His promise to Israel.  

 

Reader: Blessed be He! For the Holy One, blessed be He, had calculated the end of 

their exile to do as He had promised our father Abraham at the Covenant Between the 

Parts, as it is written:  

 

All: Then He said to Abraham: Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers 

in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred 

years. And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out 

with great possessions. (Genesis 15:13-14)  

 

Reader: Each one of us is exhorted to consider himself as having personally come forth 

out of Egypt. The Scriptures declare:  

 

And you shall tell your son: 'I do this because of that which YHVH our Elohim 

did for me, when I came forth from Egypt.’  (Exodus 13:8)  
 

He, who provided redemption from bondage in Egypt, continues to redeem His people 

from our bondage to sin. For those of us who believe in the promised Messiah, truly, we 

may say to our children: “I celebrate this feast because of what YHVH did for me.”  

 

(All lift the cup but do not drink.) 
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All: Therefore, it is our grateful duty to thank, praise, laud, glorify, extol and adore Him, 

who did all these wonders for our fathers and for us. He brought us forth: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reader: Now let us thank YHVH and drink from the cup. 

 

All:  
Baruch Atah YHVH Elohenu Melech boray p’ri ha-gafen. 

 

Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit 

of the vine. 

 

(All drink the second cup) 

 

DAYEINU (IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ENOUGH) 

 

Reader: Dayeinu is the remembering of the great deeds, which God did for the children 

of Israel, and what He does for you. Each line ends with the refrain, "It would have been 

enough." The spiritual message God communicates to you through Dayeinu is:  

 

Whenever you are going through a bitter time in your life and you feel angry toward 

God, your response during this time should be to remember all of the wonderful things 

that God has done for you rather 

than focus on the current problem. If 

you do this, you will keep life's 

bitter experiences from making you 

eternally bitter toward God. Instead, 

if you remember all the good things 

that God has done for you, then God 

will bring patience, peace and 

comfort into your life. Therefore, 

the attitude of your heart should be: 

“The same God who delivered me in 

the past will deliver me through my 

present situation.” As it is written, 

"Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but YHVH our Elohim delivered Him out of 

them all."  (Psalm 34:19) 

 

Be grateful for every good thing which YHVH our Elohim does for you: "In everything 

give thanks: for this is the will of God in Messiah Yeshua concerning you." 
(I Thessalonians 5:18)  

  Leader: All:   

From slavery To freedom 

From anguish To gladness 

From mourning To festivity 

From darkness To great light 

From bondage To redemption 
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Reader: After each refrain, everyone proclaims, "Dayeinu!"  

 

Reader: If He had brought us out of Egypt but had not executed judgments upon the 

Egyptians, it would have been enough! All:  DAYEINU! 

 

Reader: If He had executed judgments upon them but not upon their gods, it would 

have been enough!  All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had destroyed their gods but had not killed their firstborn, it would have 

been enough!  All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had killed their firstborn but had not given us their wealth, it would have 

been enough! 

  All: DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had given us their wealth but had not divided the sea for us, it would have 

been enough!  

  All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had divided the sea without taking us through it on dry ground, it would 

have been enough! 

  All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had led us through it on dry ground but not drowned our adversaries in 

the sea, it would have been enough!  

  All:   DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had drowned our adversaries in the seas but had not provided for our 

needs for forty years in the wilderness, it would have been enough!  

All:   DAYEINU!  
 

Reader: If He had provided for our needs in the wilderness for forty years but had not 

fed us with manna, it would have been enough!  

All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had fed us with manna but had not also given us the Shabbat, it would 

have been enough!  All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had given us the Shabbat but had not led us to Mount Sinai, it would have 

been enough!  

  All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had brought us before Mount Sinai but not given us the Torah, it would 

have been enough! 

  All: DAYEINU!  
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Reader: If He had given us the Torah, but had not led 

us into the land of Israel, it would have been enough!

  

 All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Reader: If He had led us into the land of Israel and 

had not built a Temple for us, it would have been 

enough!  

 All:  DAYEINU!  

 

Therefore, for the many and often repeated favors 

that God bestows upon you, you do owe a debt of 

gratitude to the Ever-Present!  
 

Reader: Gamliel used to say, "Whoever does not 

discuss the following three things at the Passover 

festival has not fulfilled his duty, namely: 

 

• The Passover sacrifice 

• Matzah 

• Maror 

 

We have fulfilled our duty! 
 

 

 

(Shulchan Orech) 

(All eat the Passover meal.) 

 

 

 

 

THE AFIKOMEN  

 

Reader: The Afikomen hidden earlier in the Seder during Yachatz must be found and 

redeemed before the Seder can go on. Today the Afikomen replaces the Passover Lamb 

in remembrance of the original Passover Lamb. Because there is no Temple today, no 

Passover Lamb can be slain. In ancient times, the Passover Lamb was the last food to be 

eaten. And so tonight the Afikomen will be the last food we taste. 

 

The children will search for the hidden Afikomen, and the child who finds it will barter 

the price with the father. Once a price is agreed upon, the father will give a gift in the 

form of a down payment as his promise to the child. This immediate down payment is 

the assurance that the final agreed upon price will ultimately be paid at a future time. 

Tonight when we redeem the Afikomen, we will reward the child who recovers it. 

 

As Messianic believers, we see the hidden Afikomen as a picture of Yeshua. This is the 

blessing said for the matzah, "Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the 
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Yochannan tells us that Yeshua is “the bread that was sent from heaven.” (John 6:33) The 

Afikomen represents Messiah being buried. Earlier in the Seder we called this piece of 

matzah “the Bread of Affliction”—the Lechem (bread) Oni (affliction). As we are told 

in Isaiah:  

 

“Who would have believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the YHVH 

been revealed? 

 

“For he shot up right forth as a sapling, and as a root out of a dry ground; he 

had no form nor comeliness that we should look upon him, nor beauty that we 

should delight in him. He was despised, and forsaken of men, a man of pains, and 

acquainted with disease, and as one from whom men hide their faces: he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely our diseases he did bear, and our 

pains he carried; whereas we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 

afflicted. 

 

“But he was wounded because of our transgressions; he was crushed because of 

our iniquities: the chastisement of our welfare was upon him, and with his stripes 

we were healed. All we like sheep did go astray, we turned everyone to his own 

way; and the YHVH has made to light on him the iniquity of us all. He was 

oppressed, though he humbled himself and opened not his mouth; as a lamb that 

is led to the slaughter, and as a sheep that before her shearers is dumb; yea, he 

opened not his mouth. 

 

“By oppression and judgment he was taken away, and with his generation who 

did reason? For he was cut off out of the land of the living, for the transgression 

of my people to whom the stroke was due. And they made his grave with the 

wicked, and with the rich his tomb; although he had done no violence, neither 

was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the YHVH to crush him by disease; to 

see if his soul would offer itself in restitution, that he might see his seed, prolong 

his days, and that the purpose of the YHVH might prosper by his hand. 

 

“Of the travail of his soul he shall see to the full, even my servant, who by his 

knowledge did justify the Righteous One to the many, and their iniquities he did 

bear. Therefore will I divide him a portion among the great, and he shall divide 

the spoil with the mighty; because he bared his soul unto death, and was 

numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made 

intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53) According to the Masoretic Text and the JPS 1917 Edition 

 

The Seder follows the eschatology of God's plan for redemption. The first two cups and 

events prior to eating the Passover Seder meal speak of God redeeming us from Egypt—

the bondage of sin—through the death and resurrection of Messiah.  
 

The Afikomen has been ransomed back. When the Afikomen is eaten, Sephardic Jews 

say the words, "In memory of the Passover lamb."  It was at this place in the Seder that 

Yeshua took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

All: “This is my body given for you; do THIS in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19) 
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(A piece of the Afikomen is distributed to all at the table.) 

 

Reader: With thankfulness, let us all partake of the Afikomen. You must understand 

what you are doing here. 

 

All: "In memory of the Passover Lamb." 

 

(All eat the Afikomen.) 

 

THE CUP OF REDEMPTION (THE THIRD CUP) 

 

Reader: It was this very cup, the Cup of Redemption, the 

cup after supper, of which Yeshua said, "This cup is the 

renewed covenant in my blood, which is poured out for 

you.” (Luke 22:20) And now we remember even as Shaul 

instructed the Corinthians, "For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Master’s death 

until he comes." (I Corinthians 11:25) 

 

Every Passover Seder is a memorial of the Passover Lamb. 

Our hearts yearn within us to experience God's rich 

redemption and to receive from Him that salvation which 

we cannot achieve ourselves. 

 
 

                                (All raise the third cup.) 

 

All: 

Baruch Atah YHVH Elohenu Melech ha-Olam boray p’ri ha-gafen. 

 

Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the Universe, creator of the fruit of 

the vine. 

 

    (All drink the third cup.) 

 

BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL 
 

Reader: Scripture has much to say about God’s gifts and how to respond to them. 

Consider the following: 

 

Fear O YHVH, our Elohim, you, His set apart ones, for there is no lack for those 

who fear Him. Young lions lack and suffer hunger, but they that seek YHVH shall 

not lack any good thing. (Psalm 34:10)  

 

I have been young and now have grown old, yet I have not seen a righteous man 

forsaken, or his children begging bread. (Psalm 37:25) 

 

You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of all life. (Psalm 145:16) 
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Give thanks to YHVH; for He is good, his loving kindness lasts forever. (Psalms 118:1) 

 

"When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless O YHVH, our Elohim, for 

the good land which He has given you."  (Deuteronomy 8:10) 
 

All: Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, for the land and for the food.  
 

All: Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the Universe, who feeds the entire 

world with Your goodness, in grace, loving kindness, and mercy. You give bread to all 

flesh, for Your mercy endures 

forever. In Your great goodness 

we have never lacked food, and 

may we never lack Your 

sustenance forever and ever. 

Blessed are You, YHVH, our 

Elohim, who gives food to all 

creatures. 
 

We give thanks unto You, 

YHVH, our Elohim, because 

You did give our fathers a 

pleasant, good and spacious land 

as a possession and because You, 

YHVH, our Elohim, did bring us 

forth from Egypt and deliver us from bondage. We give thanks for Your covenant which 

You did seal in our flesh. We give thanks that You did teach us Your Torah and Your 

statutes. We give thanks for the life, grace and loving kindness, which You have given 

as a gift to us.  
 

And for all this, YHVH, our Elohim, we thank You and bless You. May Your Name be 

blessed  through the mouths of all that are alive continually and forevermore. 
 

Have mercy, YHVH, our Elohim, upon Your people; upon Jerusalem, Your city; upon 

Zion, where Your glory dwells; upon the Kingdom of the house of David, Your 

anointed; and upon the great and holy house which is called by Your Name. Soon, 

YHVH, our Elohim, free us from all our troubles. We implore You, YHVH, our Elohim, 

to make us not reliant upon the gifts of flesh and blood but only upon Your full, open 

hand that is set apart and generous forever and ever.  
  
All: Even as our forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were blessed in all things and 

with all things, may You bless us all with a perfect blessing. To that, let us say: Amen.  
 

All: May their and our merit be recognized in heaven so that we may have everlasting 

peace. And may we receive a blessing from YHVH and kindness from the God of our 

salvation. May we find favor and understanding in the eyes of God and man.   
 

All: Please have mercy upon us and save us. For to You alone do our eyes look, for 

You, YHVH, are a gracious and merciful King!  
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All: Blessed are You, YHVH, who rebuilds the 

holy city Jerusalem in Your mercy. Please 

build the new Jerusalem, the holy city soon 

during our days. To that, let us say: Amen.  

 

All: Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, 

King of the Universe, our Father, our King, our 

Creator, our Redeemer, the Holy One of Jacob, 

our Shepherd, the Shepherd of Israel, who was 

good, who is good, and who will be good.  

 

All: May the All Merciful rule over us forever and ever!  

 

All: May the All Merciful be blessed in the heavens and in the earth!  

 

All: May the All Merciful be lauded for all ages and glorified among us forever and 

ever!  

 

All: May the All Merciful break our yoke and lead us upright to our land!  

 

All: May the All Merciful send abundant blessings to this house and upon this table 

from which we have eaten!  

 

All: May the All Merciful send us Elijah the prophet, to proclaim to us good news, 

salvation and consolation!  

 

ELIYAHU HA NAVI (ELIJAH THE PROPHET) 

 

Reader: God gives this section of the Passover Seder to teach us that before the Messiah 

returns, Elijah will come. The Messiah always has a forerunner, a preparer of the way. 
 

Before the coming of Yeshua the Messiah, Elijah was personified by Yochannon or 

John the Immerser. Yochannon is not literally Elijah the Prophet but instead he is of the 

same spirit and power of Elijah.  

 

Before the birth of Yeshua the Messiah, Zacharias was a cohen, a priest. He was serving 

in the Temple at the altar of incense, when an angel of YHVH appeared before him and 

foretold the birth of a son to Zacharias. The angel prophesied thusly about the son, “He 

will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah... to make ready a people 

prepared for YHVH.” (Luke 1:17) 
 

That son was Yochannon the Immerser, of whom Yeshua the Messiah said, “All the 

Prophets and the Torah prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he 

himself is Elijah, who was to come. He who has ears to hear let him hear.”  (Matthew 11:13-15) 

 

So shall it be before the next coming of the Messiah as prophesied in Revelation. One of 

the two witnesses spoken of is likened to Elijah. (Revelation 11) Just as Yochannon was of  
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the spirit and power of Elijah, so will the Elijah who precedes the second coming of the 

Messiah be of the spirit and power of Elijah and not the literal Elijah.  
 

 

 

THE CUP OF ELIJAH 

 

 

 

Reader (lifting the extra cup for Elijah at the head table):  

 

The Hebrew prophet Malachi tells us that Elijah the Prophet 

will precede the coming of the Messiah.  

 

All: "Behold, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the 

coming of that great and terrible day of YHVH." (Malachi 4:5)  

 

Reader: It has been the hope at every Passover that the prophet 

will accept the invitation, enter the home, and announce the 

coming of the Messiah. Each year a child goes to the door and 

opens it wide in hopeful expectation. 
 

 

 

 

Song: 

 

Eliyahu haNavi (Elijah the Prophet) 

 

Eliyahu haNavi Eliyahu haTishbi 

Eliyahu, Eliyahu, Eliyahu haGiladi. 

Bimhera v'yameinu,  

yavo eleinu im Mashiach ben David,  

im Mashiach ben David. 

Eliyahu haNavi Eliyahu haTishbi 

Eliyahu, Eliyahu, Eliyahu haGiladi. 

 

Elijah the Prophet 

Elijah the Teeshbite 

Elijah from Giladi.   

 

Quickly in our day come to us,  

with Messiah, Son of David. 

 

           

 (Child opens the door and looks for Elijah.) 

 

Reader:  The door for Elijah is closed.  
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THE CUP OF COMPLETION (THE FOURTH CUP) 
 

Reader: YHVH declares in the Scriptures:  

 

“Behold, the days are coming when I will renew 

the covenant with the house of Israel and with the 

house of Judah, not like the covenant which I 

made with their fathers in the day I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of Egypt, My covenant 

which they broke, although I was a husband to 

them. 

 

“But this is the covenant which I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days,” declares 

YHVH, "I will put my law within them, and on 

their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people.”  
(Jeremiah 31:33) 

 

(All raise the fourth cup but do not drink.) 

 

Reader: "I will take you as my people, and I will be your God." (Exodus 6:7) 

 

All:  
Baruch Atah YHVH Elohenu Melech ha-Olam boray p’ri ha-gafen. 

 

Blessed are You, YHVH, our Elohim, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit 

of the vine. 
 

 

(All drink the fourth cup.) 

 

 

NEERTZAH (ACCEPTANCE) 

 

Reader: The Seder is done, its customs and laws fulfilled. Grant grace that we, each 

one, may do as You have willed, O pure One, enthroned above. Raise up the low, make 

free those in bondage. Replant in love Your vine-branch on Zion, close to You. 

 

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away. Also, there was no more sea. Then I, Yochanan, saw the holy city, New 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and He shall dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 

Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no 

more pain, for the former things have passed away.' " (Revelation 21:1-4) 
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Reader: Todah, YHVH, and we all exclaim.... 

 

All:  

Lashanah haba'ah bi Yerushalayim! 
 

Next year in Jerusalem! 
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